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God shall hereafter grant the purpose to do this, will
consider that the fruit for which we labor is the fruit
of the Gospel,— which, if it is to be good and dur-
able, will only come [34] after much patience. I beg
them, therefore, not to grow weary of practicing this
charity, the greatest that can be exercised in this
world,—looking at these matters always with the
eye of faith, which alone will reveal to them the
merit and excellence thereof,—and to consider also
that works so important are not accomplished all at
once. How much time and trouble is necessary in
France to convert a single heretic, or, indeed, any
Sinner, young or old? Ah! what is that in compari-
son with the conversion of a whole world, earthy and
brutal to the last degree, grown old in its errors and
superstitions during so many centuries?

We find ourselves here as if in the midst of a sea
where a million persons are drowning, and, not know-
ing to which one we should hasten, we feel our hearts
breaking, and find ourselves reduced to the point of
experiencing what the Apostle of the Gentiles said,
Charitas Christi urget nos. 'This misfortune occurs
only through a lack of workers, or rather of means
of affording them subsistence here and of maintain-
ing them in a Country and among peoples, where
one must of necessity, with Saint Paul, renounce the
dues of the Gospel and live upon [35] his own means,
at least for the present, if one would not see, in a
moment, all overthrown, and affairs reduced to a
hopeless condition.

I know very well that the difficulties of bringing
hither from outside the means of subsistence are ex-
treme; but after all, there remains here a whole world
to be converted, and there is no more convenient gate



